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From a London paper. 
THE ORPHAN BOY. 


The parents of this boy were truly pious 
and sensible, but were soon called to heaven. 
Their son, their only child, was but seven 
years old when they died, and he was cast, alas! 
upon a merciless and wicked world. From the 
moment his reason began to dawn, and he 
could speak, his father and mother, remember- 
ing what Solomon said, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it,” never lost an opportu- 
nity that offered for making him wise and good. 
In his fourth year, he knew his letters and 
could spell ; in his sixth he could read his Bi- 
ble; and when seven years of age, he could 
write tolerably well, and knew, and was guid- 
ed by, the plainer precepts of the gospel. For 
much of this youthful instruction, he was in- 
debted to a plain-spoken and faithful minister, 
whose preaching he regularly attended, and to 
the seasonable lessongyhe got in a Sabbath 
School, established ai superintended by the 
same man of God. Hitherto all things proceeded 
agreeably to our notions of what is right. The 
minister and Sabbath School teachers gave in- 
struction, and were successful; the parents 
did their duty, and were happy in its conse- 
quences; and the boy grew up in wisdom, and 
in stature, and seemed to promise an exempla- 
ry, useful, and holy life. ‘‘ But God’s ways 
are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts; 
for as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are God’s ways higher than our ways, and 
histhoughts than our thoughts.” Whilst many 
wicked and careless parents were spared, the 
parents of our Orphan Boy were taken into the 
regions of glory,and he was removed from all his 
inestimable privileges, to a wicked uncle, who 
so neglected or abused him, that he one day 
rashly resolved to cast himself a vagrant upon 
Up world. It was now summer; the sun 
sone bright at noon, the lambs frisked play- 
fully upon the grass, and the birds warbled in 
the branches ; he had a little bread in his pock- 
et, and walked cheerfully on. But the night 
advanced, no house was near, his store of pro- 
‘Ison was finished, and weary and fearful he 
threw himself down upon the grass; for a 
while he wept bitterly, but at length nature 
overcame him, and he fellasleep. About break 
of day, wet with dew, and cold and hungry, 
he slowly dragged his weary limbs, as he wan- 
dered farther and farther astray. . Young as he 
was, he now began to reflect, and to say to 
himself, “I have not done as my Bible would 
have me. I have been angry, impatient, and 
rash. IfTcan find my way back, I will re- 
turn tomy uncle. He is not like my father, 
itis true, but then he gives me clothes and 
od; but now no gne will own me, or take 
me in, and I must die.” Just at this critical 
per he fell in with some of those idle peo- 
ee Gypsies, who seduced him by de- 
Me ul promises, stripped him of his clothes, 
him i covered him with rags, gave 
iy init ; fy ‘nag nauseous fare, and spee- 

ftom roma . in their abominable ways. 
Pt “M6 as dexterous as any of them, in 
in § ‘ameness, in telling a false but’ mov- 

§ Story of his djstress; and ere he was 





twelve years of age, none were more capable 
than he of deceiving by that pretended art of 
fortune-telling, through which so many wicked 
and foolish people are led astray. I need not tell 
you, that he was now, in every sense of the word, 
an ungodly boy. A Sabbath-breaker, a swearer, 
aliar, and sometimes a thief, he daily provoked 
the wrath of God ; & possessing natural good a- 
bilities, with a little education which he got in 
his youth, when he grew up he became the lead- 
er ofthe horde, and was consulted by them in 
all their expeditions. Did he never, you will 
ask, once think of the good instruction he 
had received when a child? Had he at no 
time any remorse of conscience? In truth, he 
gave himself but little time for reflection, and 
his conscience became wonderfully haygened. 
Yet there were seasons when he would ‘say to 
himself, “I am a wicked and unhappy crea- 
ture. QO! that my parents had not died, and 
that I had still attended to my Bible! But I 
cannot bear to think of that book, I wish it 
were all false ; for if it speak the truth [ am 
undone.” —What he here wished, he in time 
persuaded himself, in a great measure, to be- 
lieve. I say, in a great measure; because he 
afterwards acknowledged, that he had always 
some misgivings on this head; and told me, 
what I have invariably considered as a fact, 
that it is impossible for any one who has once 
understoed and received the Scriptures, how- 
ever loudly he may boast of his infidelity, fully 
and from his heart to believe them to be a mere 
fable. ‘* There is still,” said he, “‘ some inward 
reserve, some fearful appieheusion, lurking 
within the infidel’s breast. So irresistible is 
the force of truth—so faithful are the admoni- 
tions of conscience !”” 

As our Orphan Boy lived, so he, in all proba- 
bility would have died, had it not been for the 
following providential circumstance. He one 
day went into a cottage. Where he found a young 
girl sitting alone, and judging from her sim- 
ple and giddy manner, she was one that might 
easily be deceived, he proposed telling her her 
fortune. She had nothing to recompense him 
for his wicked deception but a Bible, which 
lay by her and which she never read. She 
gave him that, he willingly took it, not intend- 
ing to read it, but to sell it the first opportuni- 
ty. He had not proceeded far when he began 
to be very uneasy. He pulled out his Bible, 
locked at it, put it in again, and again took it 
out and began to reac. He thought of past 
times ; he thought of the days of his childhood; 
he thought ‘of his pious and affectionate pa- 
rents, he remembered some of their good in- 
structions; he called to mind his Sabbath 
School and Teachers. His conscience smote 
him; his heart was grieved, he sighed deeply, 
and shed some bitter tears. After a while, he 
said within himself, “I will keep this Bible 
yet a little; perhaps it may be of some use to 
me; its sayings are severe, but they are the 
faithful admonitions of an old and trusty friend.” 
He was as good as his word; he kept his Bi- 
ble, and read often in secret. His horde per- 
ceived a wondrous change, but knew not the 
cause. He was thoughtfuland sad, and would 
no longer join with them as he had done, in 
scenes of vice and folly. Under these circum- 
stances, he passed along & tedious year ; when, 
one day, after much fervent prayer, his mind 
was greatly enlightened, and his heart comfort- 


ed, and he desired and hoped that he might 
be saved. Then looking up to heaven for sup- 
port, he faithfully remonstrated with his com- 
panions in sin, related the cause of his con- 
version, exhorted them to, follow him as he 
should follow God, and took his leave of them 
forever. He rested not till he came to the 
place where he received his first good impres- 
sions; he told his interesting tale to the pious 
Minister who was still alive, and had not for-~ 
got the Orphan Boy. This truly good man 
took the young convert under his protection, 
gave him seasonable advice, recommended him 
to one of his richer neighbours, who took him 
into his service, where he lived comfortably, 
and died in the faith. 








SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 








THE EAGLE. 

The Eagle mentioned in Scripture, is the 
sort generally called the golden eagle; is one 
of the largest birds that flies, and is sometimes 
found in England. This bird is between three 
and four feet in length from the head to the 
tail; andwhen the wings are spread out, it 
measures from seven to eight feet, from the 
end of one to the end of the other. The eagle 
isa bird of prey, and from its courage and 
strength is very formidable, carrying away 
fawns, kids, lambs, and even young children, 
and tearing them to pieces as food for its young 
ones. 

In Norway some years ago, a boy about two 
years old was carried away by an eagle, in the 
sight of his parents, who were unable to rescue 
their child! A mother, in one of the Orkney 
islands, was deprived of her infant in the same 
manner ; but having observed where the eagle 
had built its nest, she hastened thither; and, 
although the place was very difficult to get at, 
and the eagle very fierce, she succeeded in re- 
covering her darling ! 

There are many allusions in the Bible to this 
fierce and powerful bird, which is considered 
the chief among birds, as the lion is ac- 
counted among the beasts. Its affection to its 
young is said to be very great, and when they 
are weary or fearful, it takes them on its back, 
and carries them. This explains that beauti- 
ful passage, Exod. xix, 4, when speaking of the 
deliverance of the children of Israel fromEgypt, 
we read that the Lord “bare them on eagle’s 
wings ;” in like manner his care of Jacob is 
spoken of, Deut. xxxii, 11, and we may re- 
member this extends to his péople in all ages. 

The eagle is a bird of great courage ; it at- 
tacks large animals, even tigers and beasts of 
prey. In this respect its swiftness and strength 
are of great use, as it soars up very high in the 
air, and pounces down in a moment on its 
prey. © Thus we read, Isa. xl. SF, “ They shall 
mount up with wings as eagles.” “ Though 
thou exalt thyself as an eagle, thence will I 
bring thee down, saith the Lord,’ Obad.4. In 
Lam. iv, 19, we read of “ persecutors swifter 
than eagles ;” and the enemies of the Israelites 
are in several places compared to eagles. Our 
Lord, when he spoke of the destruction of the 
Jews, Matt. xxiv, 28. said the eagles should be 
gathered together ; this is supposed to refer to 
the Roman armies, who carried the figures of 





eagles on poles as their standards. The swift. 
ness of its flight is also alluded to, Prov. xxiii, 5, 
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‘Riches fly away, as an eagle towards heav- 
en;” outofsight ina moment.—Thid strongly 
points out that we should not “ trust in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
us allthings richly to enjoy.” Oh-det us beware 
not to despise the riches of grace and goodness 
of the Lord, which Christ offered himself up a 
sacrifice to procure for his people. 

In the book of Job, xxxix, 28—30, there is 
a very beautiful description of the eagle : ‘ She 
dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the 
crag of the rock and the strong place. From 
thence she secketh the prey, and her eyes be- 


: shold afar off. Het young ones also suck up 


Dlood ; and where the slain are, there is she.” 
The sight of the eagle is quick and piercing, 
so that when it is very high in the air it dis- 
cerns its prey at a great distance below. 
- Job also alludes to the swiftness of the eagle, 
to show the swiftness with which the lives of 
men pass away: chap. ix, 26, “‘ My days are 
passed away as the eagle hasteth to her prey.” 
There is another text in which eagles are 
mentioned, and I dare say many of my young 
readers remember it: I mean Prov. xxx, 17, 
“‘ The eye that mocketh at his father, and des- 
piseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the val- 
ley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall 
eat it.” As Dr. Watts has written : 
‘* Have you not heard what dreadful plagues 
Are threaten’d by the Lord, 

To him that breaks his father’s law, 
Or mocks his mother’s word ? 

**What heavy guilt upon him lies, 
How cursed is his name! 

The ravens shall pick out his eyes, 
And eagles eat the same.” 


It is very sad to hear little boys or girls give 
a saucy or a disrespectful answer to their pa- 
rents ; and it has been observed that children 
who grow up inthis habit are sure to repent of it 
sooner or later. How canthey be happy, for it is 
breaking the fifth commandment, and that com- 
mandment has a particular promise for all that 
keepit. ‘‘ Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long in the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” —So if children are 
disobedient, they must expect to be unhappy. 

This reminds me ofa passage I read the oth- 
er day, in Dr. Clark’s Travels in Sweden, 
with which I will conclude: 

“‘ In an open space in the forest, we saw the 
carcass of a Finn, who had committed murder, 
exposed upon three wheels, each of which was 
placed upon the top of atree. His head was 
placed upon one, his right hand upon another, 
and his body, dressed according to the habit of 
his nation, in a white frock with a yellow sash, 
rested upon the third, between the other two. 
Amidst the gloom and solitude of the forest, 
where a death-like silence prevailed, this was 
indeed a terrible sight. The body ofa human 
creature thus-exposed to birds of prey, by the 
side of a public road, cannot fail of affecting 
the mind of every passenger, and among the 
people it is doubtless productive of useful im- 
pressions, by the exemplary nature of the pun- 
ishment. p be this Finn, we were told, had a 
father and a mother who watched, and toiled, 
and prayed for him But he disregarded their 
good counsels“@iitil this awful moment arrived, 
when the warning voice of Scripture was ful- 
filled: “‘ The eye that mocketh his father, and 
despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 
valley shall pick it out, and young eagles shall 
eat it.” [Child’s Magazine. 
EEE 

BENEVOLENCE. 


When my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up.—Psa. xxvii. 10. 


When children are reading the Scriptures, 
it is common with them, if they come to a pas- 




















sage they do not understand, to ask what it 
means, especially if those who are teaching 
them have been in the habit of giving them in- 
struction, to help them to understand what 
they read. When little R. was reading the 
27th Psalm, and came to the 10th verse, he 
stopped and appeared to consider it attentive- 
ly.—At length, with much apparent anxiety, 
he asked, whether his father ahd mother would 
forsake him? and if they did, whether the 
Lord would take him up to heaven? “ f will 
tell you a story, my son,” replied his father. 
“‘ A few years ago, on a cold winter evening, 
a child was heard to cry in Mr. T.’s yard. 
Very little notice was taken of it at first, only 


some of the family observed that it was a very } 


uncomfortable time to carry children abroad. 
On the cries becoming louder, and continuing 
for a considerable time, good Mr. T. suppos- 
ing that some woman might be passing with a 
child, and had stopped under the lee of the 
house to nurse and quiet it, proposed to the 
family to have the woman called into the house, 
and on going to the door, found the babe sus- 
pended to the handle of the door-latch in a 
satchel. The child was taken care of, and 
great @iligence used to find the parents; but 
they never could be heard of. ‘The Lord in- 
clined the heart of a worthy woman, then 
nursing a child of her own, to take the little 
forlorn infant and adopt it for herown. Thus 
when its father and mother forsook it, the Lord 
took it under his providential care, and it was 
well brought up, and became a likely and re- 
spectable person.” 

‘* Again,” said the parent, “do you know 
Miss i 

“Yes, sir,” said R. “ Her father,” continu- 
ed the parent, “left his family in needy cir- 
cumstances, her mother left her in the house 
of a stranger, and never returned to take any 
farther care of her; but by the merciful provi- 
dence of God, she is well brought up, and is 
now, to appearance, as likely to do well as 
those whose parents have educated them in 
the most expensive manner. So yousee when 
her father and mother forsook her, the Lord 
took her up.” 

** You know also the family of Mrs. ai 

** Yes, sir.” ‘‘ Well, their father and mother 
died and left them orphans in a strange place. 
The people were kind, and made provision 
to get them here, where, by the kind provi- 
dence of God, you see them living very re- 
spectably and usefully both as Christians and 
members of civil society. Thus when their 
parents forsook them by death, the Lord took 
them up.” 

Little R. was affected with these stories, and 
said he had often been distressed for fear his 
father and mother would die and leave him 
without any body to take care of him: but now 
he knew what this passage of Scripture meant: 
it would be a great comfort to him when he had 
such distressing fears again. ‘‘ Yes,” replied 
the parent, “it isenough to comfort you, and 
this passage also, ‘In thee the fatherless find- 
eth mercy.’ Hosea, xiv. 3.” 

a 
MISCELLANY. 

















[The articles under this head are copied from the Children’s 
Friend, a periodical published in Scotland, the last year, 
which was kindly loaned us by a friend.] 


PIOUS NEGRO. 


A young friend of mine was one day walk- 
ing, and engaged in reading, when she was ac- 
costed by a Negro asking for charity. She in- 
formed him she was sorry to be obliged to re- 
fuse, but she had nothing with her that could 
be of use to him. The Negro bowed, and ask- 
ed her what she was reading. She replied, 
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pleased, and begged she would tell him some. 
thing, ‘‘ that he might keep.” My friend saiq 
“believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 


shalt be saved.” The black man ap. | 


swered, “‘ Miss, me do believe; but me fing 
me sin so hard.” Another text was repeated 
“The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin.” What, dear lady, from all sin? Then 
perhaps poor Negro man may be forgiven!” 
My friend replied, “‘ him that cometh unto me 
I will in no wise cast out ;’ these are our Lord’s 
own words. ‘Though your sins be as scarlet, 


they shall be as white as snow.’ Do you un. . 


derstand me?” ‘“ Yes, dear lady.” “ What 
does prayer mean?” asked my friend. “ Why 
(answered the Negro,) me told little baby boy 
yesterday, what datmean; me told him, dat 
if he wanted bit of bread, he would believe 
dat I should give it him, and would not have 
one little doubt in his heart,”—*“‘ You said well, 
(my friend replied ;) and if you believe in your 
heart, that if you ask, God will give you all 
you want, pardon all your sins, and wash them 
all away in the blood of Christ, and do not 
have, as you told your child, one little doubt, 
he, even God, for his Son’s sake, Jesus Christ, 
will do all these things for you.” ‘ Me tank 
ye, dear lady; and poor Negro man pray to 
God to give him a new heart, and take away 
all his sins for Jesus’ sake.” 

He then turned away with tears in his eyes, 
and blessing my dear young friend, passed on. 
A week ago, the black man sent for my friend; 
and on entering his poor hut, she saw him ly- 
ing on a bed of straw.@afe put out his hand, 
and said, ‘‘ Dear lady, believe in de Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and know dat he will save me.” 
My friend asked him, how he knew? “Be- 
cause me see Jesus in heaven holding out his 
hand to poor Negro man, to take; and I hear 
him say, ‘come tome.’” The Negro begged 
my friend to pray ; during which he died, call- 
ing on his Saviour. 


eee — 
FIRE FLIES. 


**T write this (says Dr. Buchanan in a let- 
ter toa friend,) at the bottom of the lofty moun- 
tain, called Cape Comorin; whose rocky head 
seems to overhang its base. The birds which 
build the pendulous nests are here numerous. 
At night, each of their little dwellings is lighted 
up as if to see company. The clever little bird 
fastens a bit of clay to the top of the nest, & then 
picks up a fire fly, and sticks it on the clay 
lighten the dwelling, which consists of t 
rooms. Sometimes there are three or four fire 
flies ; and their blaze of light in the little cell 
dazzles the eyes of the bats, which often kill 
fhe young of these birds.” 

What pains, my young friends, do these lit- 
tle creatures take to warn off their enemies! 
The word of God, is to us, as a great field 
strewed with fire flies, and contains light to di- 
recteven a little child to resist his worst 
enemies ; ill temper, anger, envy ,deceitfulness, 
pride and faslehood. Let not then such little 
birds be wiser than we are; but may we learn 
from them to pick “ here a little, and there 4 
little” instruction ; for if we diligently search, 
we shall find clear light to guide our conduct, 
suited to every ageand station of life. “ Little 
children love one another,” is a proof of this 
unerring light. No one can mistake; and 
they that have a portion of this love in their 
hearts, will not often be quarrelsome, fretful, or 
ill-tempered. 

Nor must we neglect to illuminate our store 
room, the memory, with 2 knowledge of Him, 
who has said, “Iam the light of the world: — 
without whose gracious love and the teaching 
of his Holy Spirit, neither men, nor children, 
could find in God the Father, a God of love 





“The New Testament.” He seemed much 


and mercy. 
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CYRIL OF CASAREA. 


In the persecution of the Christians by the 
Emperor Valerian, a child named Cyril of Ce- 
sarea in Cappadocia, shewed uncommon cour- 
age. He called on the name of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ without ceasing, nor could blows or 
threats prevent him from owning himself a 
Christian. Several children of his own age 

rsecuted him, and his father drove him out of 
his house. ‘The judge had him brought before 
him, and said; ‘* My child, I will pardon you; 
and your father will receive you again. It is 
in your power to enjoy your father’s estate, if 

ou will only be wise.” 

“J rejoice to bear your reproaches, (said the 
child:) God will receive me. Iam not sorry 
that 1am turned out of our house: I shall 
have a better mansion. I fear not death; it 
will bring me to a better life.” 

The judge then ordered him to be bound 
and led, as it were, to execution; but gave 
strict orders to bring him back, hoping that he 
would yield at the sight of the fire. But Cyril 
remained unmoved ; and only replied to their 
entreaties, ‘‘ Your fire and wood do not alarm 
me. J go to a better house: I go to more ex- 
cellent riches; dispatch me presently, that I 
may enjoy them.” The bystanders wept with 
compassion. ‘‘ You ought to rejoice for me 
(said he.) Ye know not what a city I am go- 
ing to inhabit, nor what is my hope.” 

Then the young martyr went to his death, 
and was the wonder of the whole city. ‘Such 
an example illustrates the Scripture; “Out of 
the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast or- 
dained strength.” 


—-e— 
SHORT COMMENTS ON SOME TEXTS. 
From Corbet’s self employment in secret. 

“Speak not evil one of another,” &c. 

Make it a rule never to speak any harm of 
others, unless it should turn out so, that duty 
calls upon you to speak the whole truth. 

“Watch unto prayer.” 

In the time of prayer, let no business divert 
youfrom it that is not of present necessity. 

“Pray one for another that ye may be heal- 
ed,” &c. ‘ 

Be as serious and hearty in thy prayers for the 
concerns of others as for thy own. 

“Tf a man be overtaken in a fault,” &c. 
In thy great zeal against the sins of others, be 
mindful of thy own exceeding sinfulness: call 
to remembrance thy great offences, which 
though they be unfeignedly repeffid of, may 
give thee to understand what great GRuse thou 
hast, to b@#meek, humble, patient toWards all 
men. ' es a 

“And why*beholdest thou the mote,” &¢. 
Take off your eye from others, and turn it in- 
ward upon yourself. This will render you less 
sensible of their failings, and more observant 
of your own, both which consequences are de- 
sirable, 

“Seek not honour one of another.” 

Watch against the expectation of hearing things 
i your own praise, and when such a thought 
arises instantly suppress it. ALIX. 


Oo 
TRAFFIC IN CHILDREN. 


Some persons have mentioned an order of the 
late Emperor Alexander, forbidding the sale 
of children by the Kirghis and Kalmucks. 
The following is a more particular account of 
this traffic:—A few weeks béfore his death, 
the humane Emperor Alexander signed, at 

aganrok, an order of Council, abolishing for 
‘ver, and forbidding under severe penalties, 
the trade with children which was carried on 
with great cruelty, by the Kirghis and Kalmuck 
tribes in the whole of Siberia and Orneburgh. 
~ manner of this trade was as follows :— 

e Kirghis and Kalmucks carry off not only 





cattle but children. They bring the latter to 
the market, where a real wholesale trade is car- 
ried on with them. The citizens who carry 
on this infamous traffic, either purchase them 
with money, or gave goods in exchange. The 
common price of a stolen Kirghis was from 10 
to 20 rubles, not more. The ease with which 
these stolen children were disposed of, encour- 
aged the Kirghis and Kalmucks in this kind of 
robbery, which they chiefly practised in the 
spring. The persons engaged in the trade 
kept the children they had purchased in the 
hardest slavery, with all kinds of hardship, till 
the following December or January, when they 
took them in waggons in great numbers, to the 
annual fair at Irbit, where merchants purchas- 
ed them with money or goods, or sometimes re- 
ceived them as presents. The Kirghis and 
Kalmucks, when in times of scarcity their stores 
of food are gone, often send their own children 
for sale tothe markets! ‘These unhappy chil- 
dren are also considered in the most humane 
manner in the above-mentioned decree of the 
Council of the Empire of October 20, 1825. 
The governors of Siberia and Orenburgh are 
ordered to fix the expense of maintaining them, 
to place them with humane villagers, who are 
to be paid for their trouble in bringing them 
up, by the labours of these children when they 
are older. After a certain number of years, 
the latter become wholly free. 


-—-—re— 
YOUTHFUL ZEAL. 

It is pleasing to see the young stand forward 
in the cause of Christ, and take an active part in 
sending the gospel to the kingdoms of the earth. 

A clergyman in the country formed a mis- 
sionary society amongst the young of his flock, 
and he wrote as follows to a friend : 

“The zeal of these dear children to come 
forward inthis great and good eause quite pleas- 
ed and affected me. I shewed them in the 
simplest manner I was able, the object which 
the missionary society had in view, and the use 
which would be made of their money. ‘Two 
little boys who had heard me, came at the close 
of my address, and gave me sixpence each. I 
asked them if they knew for what purpose they 
were giving their money. ‘‘O yes (they re- 
plied) that heathen children might be taught 
to read the Bible, as well as ourselves.”” ‘The 


-tears started from the eyes of one of them ashe 


spoke, When inquiry was made of their pa- 
rents, it was found that it wasa gift which they 
had received at Christmas, to do what they 
pleased with. ~ 


-—-2orm—- 
MEXICAN WORSHIP. 

In South America there is awful ignorance 
of the true God, and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent. But there, as well as in other parts 
of the world, divine light is making its way ; Bi- 
bles and Testaments are received with eager- 
ness, and openings are making for much good. 

In Mexico, they worship the most ugly idols, 
and the chief part of their worship consists of 
human sacrifices! They often make war with 
their neighbours only to procure prisoners, to 
fatten and slay on their altars in honor of their 
gods, and then themselves to devour their flesh. 

The bloody rite is thus described: Six priests 
were the chief actors. The victim was laid on 
his back on a large stone. T'wo priests held 
down his legs,two of them his arms,and another 
his headand neck. When the head priest, with 
a sharp flint, cutopen his body, and tore out 
the yet beating heart of the poor wretch, and 
holding it up towards the sun, offered the fume 
of it as an acceptable sacrifice ! 

Think, dear children, that it is from such 
horrid rites as these, that we wish to free our 
fellow-creatures by means of our missionaries 
and our Bibles. 





LOVE OF SCHOOL. 

In a work upon Ireland I met with the fol- 
lowing pleasing instance of industry and desire 
to learn. ‘A little girl of eleven years old 
brought us some stockings to sell a few days 
since. She had been kept away from school 
for some months by the want of clothes; and 
during this time, had employed herself dili- 
gently in knitting, in hopes of getting money 
enough to buy some decent clothing, that she 
might resume her place in the school.” axrx. 








THE SABBATH SCHOOL. 
[Communicated by a witness of the fact.] 

In a small log house, in a deep wood in this 
town, (Potsdam, N.Y.) lived a beastly drunkard, 
a laborious, broken-hearted wife, & ten ragged 
children, with little more covering than na- 
ture’s garments. <A few wecks ago, two female 
friends of Sabbath Schools, and of their Divine 
Master, as we hope, visited this abode of pov- 
erty and wretchedness. The children fled at 
their approach, evidently for the same reason 
that Adam fled from the presence of his Maker 
—because they were naked. The poor wo- 
man was not entirely ignorant of the great 
work which God had wrought in this place 
during the winter past, and she hoped sie had 
some little interest in it, although seldom al- 
lowed the privilege of meeting with Chris- 
tians. She gratefully accepted the change of 
Sabbath School clothes for her children. Next 
Sabbath, seven of them appeared decently clad 
—on the second Sabbath they were all in their 
places in good season, with their books and 
lessons, & their hearts appeared to be there also. 
At the close of the school, the superintendent 
mentioned the Sabbath School Concert for 
Monday of the next week, and the collection 
for the benefit of Sabbath Schools, and said 
every scholar must, in the course of the week, 
devise some way to earn one cent, at least, to 
bring into the Lord’s treasury. These poor 
children, with their mother, were anxiously 
consulting during the week how they should 
obtain each his cent. The father was not dis- 
posed to help them ; there was not a friend of 
Sabbath Schools near them; they almost des- 
paired: but the cry of the young ravens is 
heard, and these children were not forsaken. 
One of the little boys found a horse shoe in the 
road : he ran two miles toa blacksmith’s shop 
and sold it, and supplied every brother and sis- 
ter. On Monday evening, with light and joy- 
ful hearts, as was visible in every countenance, 
they deposited their little all inthe box. Such 
a collection was never before witnessed in our 
Sabbath School Concert—a single school, cent 
by cent, to the amount of four dollars. 

It seems as if the children of this land, and 








' of this generation, were in a special manner 


the favourites of Heaven, and that when the 
concerns of this world shall rest on their shoul- 
ders, none shall need say to his neighbour 
‘ Know the Lord,’ for all shall know him. 


——Le— 
HONESTY. 

A gentleman from the country, while w 
ing through Broadway, in New York, in tak- 
ing out his handkerchief, dropped his pocket- 
book in the street. Unconscious of his loss, 
he walked rapidly along, and was surprised a 
few minutes after to feel some one pulling at 
his coat, and calling “ Stop, Sir, stop! here is 
something you dropped.” He turned and saw 
a little girl, ofeight or nine years of age, hold- 
ing in her hand his pocket-book (which contain- 
ed several hundred dollars) and almost breath- 
less with running after him. He made a suita- 
ble acknowledgment for her honesty, but for- 
got, in the hurry of the moment, to ask her name. 
We should be pleased to learn it. 

N. ¥. Morning Chronicle. 
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YOUTHS COMPANION. 
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YouTH’S COMPANION. 


FILIAL DUTIES. 

We hope our readers will not be weary of 
this subject ; for it is one of the most ardent 
and constant desires of a truly affectionate 
child, what do I owe to my honoured parents, 
and how shall I requite them for all their kind- 
ness? We have treated of the spirit or dispo- 
sition, which is becoming in children; of the 
reasons, why they should feel thus towards their 
parents ; and of the necessity of being influenc- 
ed by the fear of God, whose eyes are in every 
place, that they may never forget their filial 
obligations. We now proceed to consider the 
duties of children. more particularly. They 
may all be classed in two grand. divisions; the 
duties of obedience, and the duties of sympathy. 
We shall at this time discuss only the former. 

Children owe their parents constant and wil- 
ling obedience. ‘‘ Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord, for this is right.” The blessed 
Saviour, when he was a child, and when he set 
us an example that we should walk in his 
steps, was subject to his parents. You need 
not be reminded, that the right to command 
their children is given to parents in the Bible, 
and that God every where requires children to 
be obedient in all things. Such too has been 
the custom of all nations; and such seems to 
be the dictate of reason and conscience, even 
without revelation. Without this obedience 
the order and peace of families and of society 
would be utterly subverted. 

But the obligation of children to obedience, 
lixe most general rules, hasits limitations. At 
least, there are supposable cases where the obli- 
gation does not lic. If a parent’s commands 
are wrong, the duty of the child is either re- 
moved or impaired. If the parent requires 
what is beyond your physical power, as to lift 
beyond your strength, or to perform active ser- 
vices when sick, the command is not binding. 
‘The parent abuses his power, and the child is 
free. Ifyou are required to lie, or steal, or 
take the name of God in vain, or to violate any 
known and explicit command of God, you are 
not bound tocomply. The parent himself sins 
against God, in imposing such a command, and 
he cannot annul the divine law. You are un- 
der a power superior to that of father or moth- 
er, and must obey your Lawgiver and Judge, 
whether they approve or forbid it. 

But you should be sure that a command is 
evidently wrong, before you refuse to obey it; 
and not hastily decide a doubtful case, against 
the authority of your honored parents. And 
Wien you are convinced beyond doubt, that the 
command is unlawful, what course shall you 
pursue? Shall you boldly refuse to obey, and 
reproach your parents for laying such com- 
mands: Will it not be more becoming hum- 

bly to remonstrate ; calmly to point out the mis- 
take ; and affectionately to plead to have the 
command recalled? Such a course will sel- 
dom fail to release you, without contention with 
the authors of your being. But, where this 
course fails, and you have no alternative but to 











your Maker, then you should not hesitate to 
obey God rather than man. 

Beware, however, that you do not make 
your own wishes, or interests, or feelings of any 
kind, arule for judging of parental commands. 
They are often right and intended for their 
best good, when children deem them hard and 
unreasonable, and even contrary to the Bible. 
A false notion of your own, or a wrong state of 
your feelings, may bias your mind, and make 
you spurn at the most reasonable requirements. 
You must expect that filial duty will sometimes 
involve self denial; for foolishness is bound up 
in your hearts, and you are deficient in the 
knowledge and experience which your parents 
have attained. Always remember, then, when 
you are tempted to arraign their wisdom or 
their kindness, that you are interested and in- 
experienced judges ; and where doubt arises, 
lean to the safer side of yielding obedience 
without murmuring or gainsaying. 

Prohibitions should be held as sacred as 
commands. You should refrain from what 
your parents forbid, not less conscientiously 
than you render what they require. The true 
filial spirit freely yields or renounces what pa- 
rental vigilance demands. It acquiesces ina 
parent’s will, even where his reasons are whol- 
ly concealed, confiding in his knowledge and fi- 
delity, and saying, what I know not my kind 
‘and faithful guardian knows. 

Both commands and prohibitions may be 
binding upon you, which have not been ex- 
pressly laid before you in words. How often 
has the eye ofa parent declared his mind plain- 
ly, when his voice did not utter a single word. 
But his will was made known, and you felt the 
obligation to comply with it. Now extend this 
idea farther. ‘There are many occasions and 
circumstances, where you have had no explicit 
command or prohibition. But you know your 
parents’ general principles and rules, and see 
clearly how they apply inthis case. You have 
known what was said to another child, or in 
another and parallel case; and on the whole 
have no doubt what your parents wish you to 
do. That wish, known to you, is their law; 
and equally binding upon you with an explicit 
command. The mode of acquiring a knowl- 
edge of your parents’ will, is of little conse- 
quence, provided their will be well known. 
The obedient heart has no cavils to make in 
such cases ; it oniy desires to know its obliga- 
tions, and then it is ready cheerfully to dis- 
charge them. 








ms POETRY. 








PITYING THE IGNORANT. 


Let me learn to pity others, 
Who were wand’ring far astray ; 
All mankind are only brothers, 
And I am as lost as they. 


NH I am instructed better, 
Let my God have all the praise; 
He it was that broke each fetter 
Which detain’d me from his Ways. 


I would pray for those who wander, 
Without teacher, friend, or guide; 
I would pray that they may ponder - 
On their pathway wand’ring wide. 


IfI could, I fain would teach them ; 


I've received, and fain would give; 
Yet the grace of God can reach them,— 





disoblige your parents, or evidently to disobey 


— 


From the Juvenile Magazine, 
A CATECHISM IN RHYME. 
1. Who made you, child, and bade you live ?— 
God did my life and spirit give. 
2. Who keeps you safely, can you tell ?— 
God keeps me safe, and makes me well. 
3. How has God shown the way of truth ~+ 
The Bible is the guide of youth. 
4. How should you act to God above ?— 
With fear and honour, praise and love. 
5. Does God know all you do and say ?— 
Yes: and my thoughts both night and day. 
6. Have you an evil heart within? 
Yes; I was even born in sin. 
7. How does your heart its badness show ? 
By sinful words and actions too. 
8. Is not God angry when we sin ?— 
Yes :—O how wicked I have been! 
9. What do your sins deserve t’ obtain ? 
Present and everlasting pain. 
10. And ean you save yourself from woe 7— 
I cannot save myself, I know. 
11. Have you the pow’r to change your heart ?— 
No: it is prone from good to start. 
12. Who then can peace and pardon give ?7— 
Jesus ; who died that we might live. 
13. What proves that Jesus Christ will save? 
His life, his cross, his death, his grave. 
14. Can none but Christ for sin atone? 
The blood of Jesus Christ alone. 
15. And how may you his grace receive? 
In Jesus Christ I must believe. 
16. Must you repent with humble heart ?_ 
Yes: and from every sin depart. 
17. From God what blessing should you seek ? 
Lord, save my soul for Jesus’ sake. 
18. Should you love Christ, who was so good? 
O yes: with all my heart I should. 
19. Did Christ become a little child ? 
Yes: holy, humble, meek, and miid. 
20. What did his early hist’ry shew ? 
: Jesus in strength and wisdom grew, 
21. What was foretold of Jesus’ grace % 
The lambs he’ll on his bosom place. 
_22. And were the young thus lov’d and blest ? 
Christ took and clasp’d them to his breast. 
23. What did Christ say, though young we be? 
Let little children come to me. 
24. Does Christ still view the young with love? 
Yes: on his glorious throne above. 
25. How should a child begin to pray ? 
Lord teach me what to think and say. 
26. Will God regard the hymns you raise? 
Yes: Jesus loves an infant’s praise. 
27. Who only can direct your youth ? 
The Holy Spirit, God of truth. 
28. Must you of ev’ry lie beware? 
Yes: with most strict and constant care. 
29. Must you all evil tempers flee? 
I must not in a passion be. } 
30. Must you your book and wisdom prize? 
Yes: I must be both good and wise. 
31. How must a child to others be? 
As I would have them act to me. 
32. What you to your Parents shew ? 
Obedience, love, and honour too. 
33. What fhust your Brothers* in you find 
A heart that’s always mild and kind. 
34. Must you your Sisterst slways love? 
Yes: and be gentle as a dove. 

35. How must you act to all you know? 
I must all love and kindness show. 

36. Do little children often die? 
Yes : quite as young and strung as I. 

37. Will Jesus judge the ‘small and great?” 
Yes: and will fix their endless state. 

38. Where shall the wicked sinner dwell ? 
With everlasting flames in hell. 

39. What should you wish if called to die? 
To be with Christ above the sky. 

40 Where will good children ever be? 
in heav’n, their Saviour Christ to see. 





*Or brother.—+ Or sister. 














Company and society are necessary and of use; but a con- 
stant round of mirth betrays such a levity of mind, tha 
your presence will never be desired but to divert others, 
whose regard ceases the instant the laugh is over, and 
should your wit offend, you may be assured of an enemy. 

Believe nothing against another, but upon good authori 
ty ; nor report What may hurt another, unless it bea great- 
er hurt to others to conceal it. a 

Low cunning, intrigue and stratagem, are soon acquires) 
but a manly honorable policy, which never scrifices the ge? 


























May they taste of it and live! [Children’sFriend. 


eral interest to a partial or momentary advantage, is not S° 
cheaply formed in the human understanding. 


